e FAMOUS

is just one of the words
=ayou could use to describe this car!




~ An Exceptional Tribute

John Sprinzel’s PMO 200 Bmughi Back To Life

By Breit Pruiti

ew names are more closely assoclated with

the Austin Healey Sprite then John Sprinzel.

Most Healey enthusiasts know Sprinzel as

a famous rally driver of the late 1950% and
60 or as the man behind the glant killing 5ebring
Sprites, the amazingly competitive coach bullt
Sprite coupes of the early 60'.

Meeting a legend :

I come to meet John ten years ogo after e gove a talk ot owr
local ovto luncheon, Honolwle's “Avto Lunch Bunch®. t's a
group of ike-minded car enthusiosis who meet once a month

o tolk cars and racing. This informal gothernng was started by

Eill h'l.uiun&f an oid Healey 100/ racer from the &0's.

e




PMO 200 Brought Back To Life

| 'was 5o token with John, and his stoies of racing in the 50°s
ard &0°s, that | convinced him to fake a short fight 1o Ho-
naluiy from his homs on the Band of Molokai fo share with
our Britisn Car Clu of Howai more stories of his [ife nracing.
John brought along a fim called Coupe des Alpes, the Story
of the 1958 Alpime Raly. If you're a fan of British sparts cars,
this is o film you have 1o see. You can find it on YouTube by
searching 1956 Alpine Rally. Standaord Mofor Co. (Tiumph)
also produced a film about the race titted Agaoinst the Clock.
Crgdly you have 1o search YouTube for the 1759 Alpine Raly,
but | assure you the film is abowt the '58 race. Both fims re-
alty give you a fee! for the raiy and what o monumental
challenge this was to Doth the cars and drivers. Heedless
to say John's talk was O big hit with afl the club memoers as
it wwas defiversd with John's charming seif-effocing humor
that nos madie him a hit with cor clubs arownd the workd for
decode:s. He has shared stories about the tight fratemity of
drivers that are now legends of British motorsport like Steing
Moss, Graham Hill, and Colin Choprman, among others. And
of course any Healey enthusiast weorth his sait knows Steding
Moss® sister Pat was the tenacious footory rally driver wiho
domirated ina red/white 100,46 and 3000. Little known fact,
John and Pat Moss were an itemn for a time. i you've been
lucky enowgh to hear a talk given by John you will know this
& o man that can fell o great story.

John Sprinzel told me that, “This photo is at the end

of the 1960 Liege-Rome-Liege Rally. Pat Moss and
Anne Wisdom came first, a Porsche came second and
our little steel bodied Sebring Sprite came third. Our
Abingdon team won just
About every award,

two team prizes, two
classes, and as an af-

ter thought, the ladies

M sspmmbar- Dovabar AHE Afantic-Poaning Mngapics

A few years poss and
John gives me a call
asking for my assEtance
in sefing his beloved
Bugeye. He and his wife
Caryl setup a college
sghodarship fumd for the
children of the islkand of
Molokai and procesds
from the cor would be
added to the fund.

I'm listening to this fnink-

ing here is an cppordunity to own John Sprnzel’s Sprfe
that is registered PARCI00!N Wel, nesdies: fo say We came
to an agreement efore we even hung up. | knew imme-
dictely we were going 1o recreafe the car that John and
his navigator Wiky Cove drove to g class win at the Alpine
Rally in 1958.

History First

Back in 1958 whien John wos an up and coming diver
and a rookie memoer of the BAMC race team he was
masthy racing Ausfin's small saloon car, the A3S, and fin-
Bhing reguigrty at the top of the podivm. In May of that
year Austin Healey infroduced their new affordable sports
oar, the Sprite, at the Monooch Srand Pris

The first test for the new Sprite wouwkd be the Alpine Bally,
abao know by its official name, Coupe Des Alpes. The mace
started in Marseile, Fronce and wouwnd its way for 2,400

miles through the un-fenced mowvntain passes of the French

and [talian Alpes.

The first of the three car Sprte
team to tockle the Alpine wasa
car from the BMC Compefificn
department at Abingdon driv-
en by Ray Brooks. The second

The battom mape is Jobn fodng the exdaust
with bailingwire. Rally dreers resded ta be
abde o patch their car together: Imthe 1858
Mlpire race John hacked @ bole in the bonnet
afterit was damaped, to allew them to topup
caolant ared ol Withaut this mo dification they
wauld hase newer finished. [See photo aboee. |

Car, wias prepared by
fhe Heoley Motor Co.
for Tommy Wsdom. In
an effart fo strafch his
racing budget, Meaor-
cus Chambers, head
of the Competitions
depariment ot BMC,
lzaned a third car to

Speedwel Engineer

ing to be prepared for
Jarin.

Speedwel was g funing shop hegaded by John and Sraham
Hill. {Hill weculd boter become one of Betaim's greatest driv-
er; and o Formuwia Gne chompion). Speedwel specialzed
in squeezing more power out of BMC s “A" senes engines for
their customers.  Speedwel went fo work with a ite over a
month 1o prep the new, and untested, Sprite for o grueling
2400 mile rally.

PAO200 took off from the starHine in Marseile on the first
wesk of July, 1958, The litle car turned out o be perfect for
rallying as it hondled great and could fake the punishment.
PAADII00, with drivers SprinzelfCave, won first in class in the
Speites first imternational rooce. This was a bhliant event for
Team Sprite with a 1-2-5 finish in class.

Working on the Detalls

Trying to recreate g speciflc rmcecor would have beesn im-
possible withaut the help of the man who modified it A ot
can be gieoned from pericd photos and movies but un-
derstanding what was done and why Wwas an amazng op-
partunity. The fact that John could rememoer most of the
spegifios 55 yeors kater just olew me away. | ©an't rememoer
thimgs from last month! Some of those detals were just un-
availabie o they hod to be recreated. The word “un-oitain-
ium” reoched a whole new level. The Delaney Gallay oil
Cooher wids recrested using a modem cofe. The raly plates
and decals were made wing pencd photos o5 o guide. The
Speaedwel emiem was only possible with the nelp of a cok-
lector in the UK who was kind encugh to take meagsurements
and send phofos. He would not part with his emblen as he
had never seen ancther like it.  This emblem was recreated

by o CAD designer using a 30 printer and then sent out to
be chromed by o company specilizing in chroming for
models. The side venfs are oniginally froma 1950 to 1754 Aus-
fin A70 Hersford. Throwgh the Austin Counfies Car Cluo in
Wendover, UK, we were gble fo frack down a pair. The vents
amived in Howail and were quickly shipped to Minnesota to
be cleagned up and re-chromed. The fax disc was made in
Beitain by Greg Powel who recreates them for clasic oors.
He was able to get the stamp for the comect lscation and
date fior PRS00,

Tnens were folks from around the word who helped with
tne detais, from g fresh mofor o the color of the oyiindger
nead ard all the detais in between that mode this proj-
ect possicle. If you'ne restoring a Spate you shoukd definite-
by visit @ website by a VK gentleman named Martin Ingal
[whnner seringsprite.com). The site s Yo celebrafion of John
Sprinzel's  Sebring
sprite”. Thers i an
astounding amownt
of information andg
a network of nowil-
edgeable people
ready to help.

Finished Project
The gool was o
build o period cor-
rect car so | could
expenence  diving
what Jomn and the
other neroes of the
day  experienced
in intermational roiy
racing. These wers
incredible mer
and women who
took on dangerous
rnourfain passes in
all conditions for thowsands of miles in cars that by today's
sfandards were death fraps. When | asked Joihn howw the
drurn brakes handied going down the steep maountain pass-
a3, hie replied with a fwinkle in his eye “Wisy and 1| would
throo open the doors fo help us slow downl”

It hos been an honor working on this
project with one of the legends in British
rmatar racing. 18°s my hope that this car
will endure anather sty years and be a
kzsting fribwte to Jonn Sprnzel.

Attt Firntny Magapias Sopombar-Dovbar 2018 71



